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IMMACULATE CONCEPTION
CATHOLIC CHURCH

Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost ~ August 30, 2026

“O Mary, through thine Immaculate Conception make my

body pure and my soul holy.”

Pastor: FR. JAMES J. GORDON, F.S.S.P.
Parochial Vicar: FR, DENNIS GORDON, F.S.S.P.

Sunday Schedule:

Low Mass:

Sung Mass:

Confessions:

One-half hour before Mass,

Saturdays at 4 p.m.

Daily Mass Schedule:
Monday, Tuesday,
Wednesday: 8 a.m.
Thursday: 6 p.m.
Friday, Saturday: 8 a.m.

Holy Hour, Benediction:
Thursday: 7 p-m.




the Happiness

of the Blessed

Attaining Salvation, by St. Aphonsus Liguori

“ENTER THOU in the joy
of thy Lord” (Matthew 25:23).

When the soul enters the
Country of the Blessed and the
curtain which hinders its sight
is taken away, it will see open-
ly and without a veil the infi-
nite beauty of its God, and this
will be the joy of the Blessed.

Every object which then it
will see in God Himself will
overwhelm it with delight: it
will see the righteousness of
His judgments, the harmony of
His decrees regarding every
soul, all directed to His own
divine glory and the good of
each soul.

It will especially perceive,
in respect to itself, the bound-
less love which God has enter-
tained toward it in becoming

man and sacrificing His life
upon the Cross through love of
it. Then will it know what an
excess of goodness is contained
in the mystery of the Cross, in
the sight of God-become-a-
servant and dying crucified
upon an infamous gibbet, and
in the mystery of the Eucha-
rist, in the sight of God con-
cealed beneath the species of
bread and become the food of
His creatures.

The soul will perceive in
particular all the graces and
favors bestowed on it, which
until then had been hidden. It
will see all the mercies He has
shown it in waiting for it and
pardoning its ingratitude. It
will see the many calls and

lights and aids which have

UPCOMING PARISH EVENTS

August 31 ~ Catechumen Class
Classes for adult converts to continue Monday 7 p.m. in the
parish hall. Bring your questions.

September 4 ~ Home Schoolers’ First Friday

Catechesis and pot-luck breakfast for home-schooled children
of the parish. For more information, or to volunteer, contact

Gracey Wike, cosfssp.homeschoolgroup@gmail.com.

been granted to it in abun-
dance. It will see that those
tribulations, those infirmities,
those losses of property or of
kindred, which it regarded as
punishments, were not really
punishments, but loving dis-
pensations on the part of God
to draw it to a perfect love for
Him.

In a word, all these things
will make known to it the infi-
nite goodness of its God and
the boundless love which He
deserves. Hence, no sooner
will it have reached Heaven
than its sole desire will be to
see Him blessed and happy;
and at the same time, compre-
hending that the happiness of
God is supreme, infinite and
eternal, it will experience only
a joy which is not infinite, be-
cause a creature is not capable
of anything infinite.

It will enjoy, nevertheless,
a delight which is immense
and complete, and will fill it
with joy, and with that same
joy which belongs to God
Himself; and thus will be ful-
filled in it the words: “Enter
thou into the joy of thy
Lord” (Matthew 25:23).

The Blessed are happy, not
so much through the delight
which they
themselves, as through the
happiness which God enjoys.
For as the Blessed love God

immensely more than them—

experience in

selves, so the well-being of
God delights them immensely
more than their own on ac-
count of the love which they

bear to Him. And this love for
God will make them forget
themselves, and all their de-

light will be to please their
Beloved.

And this is that holy and
loving inebriation which caus-
es the Blessed to lose all
thought of themselves, to oc-
cupy themselves solely in
praising and loving the Dear
Object of all their love, which
is God.” They shall be inebri-
ated with the plenty of Thy
house” (Psalms 35:9). Happy
from their first entrance into
Heaven, they continue, as it
were, “lost,” and so to say,
“drowned” in love, in that
boundless ocean of the good-
ness of God.

Wherefore every blessed
soul will lose all its vain de-
sires and will have no other
desire but to love God and to
be loved by Him; and knowing
itself secure of always loving
God and of being always loved
by Him, this will be its bless-
edness, which will fill it with
joy and will make it through-
out eternity so satiated with
delight that it will desire noth-
ing more.

In a word, this will be the
Paradise of the Blessed, to re-
joice in the happiness of God
and therefore, he who in this
life rejoices in the blessedness
which God enjoys, and will
enjoy eternally, can say what
even in this life he enters into
the joy of God an begins to

enjoy Paradise.

MASS INTENTIONS

FOR THIS WEEK

Monday, August 31 ~ St. Raymond Nonnatus
8 a.m. — Thanksgiving to St. Rita, by Nathan Foote

Tuesday, September 1 ~ Feria
8 a.m. — Sauter Family, by Flores Family

Wednesday, September 2 ~ St. Stephen
of Hungary

8 a.m. — Private Intention

Thursday, September 3 ~ St. Pius X

6 p.m. — Private Intention
Friday, September 4 ~ Sacred Heart of Jesus
8 a.m. — Private Intention

6 p.m. — Reparation to the Sacred Heart of Jesus

Saturday, September 5 ~ St. Lawrence Justinian

8 a.m. — Reparation to the Immaculate Heart
of Mary
11:30 a.m. — Reparation to the Immaculate Heart
of Mary

Sunday, September 6 ~ Fifteenth Sunday
after Pentecost
7 a.m. — Private Intention
9 a.m. — + James P. Gordon, Jr.
11 a.m. — Pro Populo

Fr. James Gordon & Fr. Dennis Gordon

are accepting Mass intentions.

Meanwhile, O my sweet
Savior and the Love of my
soul, I still see myself in this
vale of tears surrounded by en-
emies, who seek to separate me
from Thee. O my beloved
Lord, permit me not to lose
Thee; make me always love

Thee, both in this life and in
the next, and then dispose of
me as Thou pleases.

O Queen of Paradise if thou
prayest for me, assuredly I
shall be with thee eternally, to
bear thee company and to
praise thee in Paradise. + + *



